It is my privilege to-night to submit a paper entitled "The Position of General Practitioner Midwifery," and it is The distinction is vital.
In Scotland to-day the position as between doctor and midwife is as follows. Parturient women want to be attended by doctors ; nurses and midwives are to an increasing extent assisting doctors instead of taking independent charge ; midwives in their diminishing number of independent cases are calling for medical assistance in an increasing proportion; the family practitioner is as willing as ever to practise midwifery. All these tendencies are converging in one direction. On the other hand, independent practice by midwives is advocated only by specialist obstetricians, medical officers of health, and members of departmental committees, none of whom have had any intimate experience of family practice and domiciliary midwifery.
The General Practitioner.?In my opinion the general practitioner is in a better position than any other agency to supervise and treat the child-bearing woman from conception till the end of the puerperium. He can give continuity of service as no other agency can.
In maternity hospital practice one officer may make the antenatal examinations, whilst another may be in charge of the confinements. Municipal clinics may provide antenatal supervision, but the woman in labour has to make her own arrangements for getting help at her confinement. 
